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;ook place, and on February 9th, 1882,* the Chateau de Beauregard and its contents were sold >y order of the President of the Civil Tribunal )f Corbeil.
Madame de Balzac died in April of the same
rear ; and the very day of her funeral, Madame
3-eorges Mniszech's creditors pushed her and her
naid into the street, and rifled the house in the
Hue Fortunee.    The booty was transported to the
Auction-room known as 1'Hotel Drouot, and there
,  sale  was held by order of justice of Balzac's
ibrary, his Buhl cabinets, and some of his MSS.,
ucluding that of " Eugenie Grandet," which hail
>een given to Madame Hanska on December -J4th,
.833.    During the shameless pillage of the house.
he vultures who ransacked it found evidence of
he most reckless, the most imbecile extravagance,
u*oof positive that the wisdom, prudence, even the
principles  of poor  Balzac's paragon the Counter
Vnna, had been routed by the glitter and glamour
•f the  holiday city.    One room  was rilled with
loxes   containing  hats,  and in another,  piles of
ostly  silks  were heaped, untouched .since  their
.rrival  from the fashionable haberdasher or »ilk
fiercer, f    Balzac's treasures, the curiosities he tad
.massed  with  so  much trouble, the picture i«f
riiich   he   had   been  so   proud,   were   ruthle^K
eized;   while   precious   manuscripts  and latt-iN.
would perhaps have brought in a hundred
*  " Life of Balzac," by Frederick UVlni.'r.-. t "Journal des Goucourte," vol. u;i. p- ^ort de Balzac/' by Victor Hugo.hority on Balzac, throws grave douhts on the acciiracy of the story. the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
